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Overview
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What Is Alma’s Al Assistant? G
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* Alma is our local library management system.
* Alma’s Al assistant can support cataloging work.
* |t can

- Enhance existing cataloging records

- Create new creating records



How Project Began in Michigan Library

* Full version released in February 2025

* Alma Coordinating Committee(ACC)
- To explore the accuracy of this tool and implications for our work
- To develop a framework for supported but voluntary use of the Al

- As a proposal to broadly test, assess, and report on



Alma Metadata Editor
Al Assistant testing project

e Balancing Opportunity and Caution

* Alma Coordinating Committee(ACC) chairs hold diverse opinions on

the use of generative Al

- The opportunity to influence the adoption of new technology,

and inform broader decisions related to Al use in our library

- Carrying risks, such as potential hallucination and bias



Project Timeline

* Preparation phase took place in October 2025.

e Six-month testing period, running from November 2025 through

April 2026
* Bimonthly meetings with the testing group.

* ACC chairs will prepare and share out a report.



Project Objectives

1. Testing the Metadata Editor Al Assistant

- Conduct a six-month evaluation
- Use materials from assigned cataloging work
- Apply outlined criteria to assess the tool

- Gather evidence to inform future decisions about Al use



Project Objectives

2. Evaluate the tool’s general usability

- ldentify strengths and limitations in day-to-day use

- Determine how well the tool supports existing metadata

workflows



Project Objectives

3. Assess Record Quality
- Evaluate accuracy, completeness, and consistency
- I[dentify common errors or areas

- Determine what training, guidance, or documentation for staff



Project Objectives

4. Measure Workflow Impact
- Track time spent updating records
- Measure time required to review and correct inaccuracies

- Compare perceived efficiency with actual correction needs



Project Objectives

5. Gather Tester Feedback

- Regular informal conversations with testers
- Encourage staff to share observations and concerns

- Use tester feedback to refine evaluation criteria and project

direction



Testing guidelines i
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* Participants will spend 1-2 e

1 O u rS p e r W e e k How successful were you in creating a record with the Al assistant?

Not at all successful

e Use a google form for:

How insecure, discouraged, frustrated, irritated, stressed, and/or annoyed were

Format/Accuracy/Time/

:| | experienced many of ihese negative emotions using the Al assistant.

:| | experienced a few of these negative emotions.

L] L]
( O g n I t I V e L O a d did not experience any negative emotions using the /

llon thia enann ta nata cnanifin limitatiane_athar ahon v add uaue nama if
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appropriate.



Creating a New Record

* In the Metadata Editor,
under New, select Create with

Al Assistant.

o New

|E& Record Actions

# 4' Create with Al Assistant

MARC21 Bibliographic
M Acquisitions / Book (Default)

Dublin Core
f Default (Default)

DC Application Profile 1
M DCAP 1 template (Default)

MODS
M Default (Default)

MARC21 Holdings

AAT
M Local Authority template (Default)

appropriate.
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Creating a New Record

1. Enter information into a

template

- Generates a brief record

2. Upload book images
- Up to 4 files

- Cover page/Title page/Table of
Contents/Colophon

+" Mew Record From Al Assistant
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Creating a New Record
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Include a caption and alt text for images when
appropriate.




Enter Title and Upload Images

1. Title is the only required field.
2. Enter the book title.
3. Browse and upload images.

4. Click Generate Record.
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Al Processing Time o
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e At first, no results may appear.
Al assistant processing for X
* Notification appears on the right- "The Adventures of

j Sherlock Holmes /*
hand side. erlockmoimes /-
completed. Go to MDE

* Processing takes about 40-70

seconds.

* You can continue with other tasks

while waiting.



Viewing the Generated Record e
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Record Generated e o
- A new tab appears in the left- MARC21Bib (22) ~UNIMARC Bib (20)  LMA
CNMARC Bib (17) Holdings HKAPA ¥
hand panel.
= Q, Searchin list C Fo B
- ClICk the tab to open the # The Complete lllustrated .. (99191911200121)

generated record.
# The Adventures of Sherlo.. (99191911300121)
J[UBE 4, Al Generated




Reviewing Al Generated Metadata

* The generated record include:

-Author
-Title
- Publisher

- Summary note/General

note
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%.‘ (nosubj. X E Univers: X Home- X | (" Reord! X | @ LCCBro X E Docume X |> Metada: X %5‘ Korean, X | @& NPR @) X  +

S G @ % umich-psb.alma.exlibrisgroup.com/ng/alma/rep/searchyall-titles/simple/results?se=st:~9791128895432, ~sbi~all, ~sc:~...  ¥¢ (N Q

Hatcher
usane OV Alltitles v Keywords v 21 Copy 895432 X4 ! a?%ﬁte- \

All titles Keywords Contains 9791128895432 A Resources
Sk
Alma z © @New_ [ Record Actions _ Editing Actions Add Inventory View Related Da Order  Q Search & Brows % Quick links
Sandbox »
g AIZ B3 M7 (99189114731506381) ;t Feedback B @ X Al ro ydnghwa kil sstigi / Mun W&l-lip.
é # \ Record:\ LCURMNI @+, Al Generated \iReoord \
k] 020 +a 9791128805432
e LDR HHHHnam#a224tHHHH#a#4500 ‘
Acquisitions 035 $a (0CoLC)1587328071
008 siHHG Q00O 035 +a (OCoLCJon1587328071
i 020 Fa 9791128895432 040 +a EYM 1b eng te rda +c EYM
- a kor
Resources ¥ 050 4 faPN1995.9.T43 b M86 2024

ta =& te author 14 aut 100 1 ta Mun, Wol-lip, te author.

o o

taAlZ Got FMJ)| 880 1 ta & ¥, te author.

1a 11, M2 o ARLIAOI=A 02024 25 1 0 faAlroyonghva kil ssdgi/ £c Mun WoLi

R 880 1 0 faAlE ®3t2M7|/c2 L,

. ) 250 ta Ch'op'an.
ta unmediated 1b n 12 rdamedia 880 ta AT
Fa volume b nc $2 rdacarrier 24 1 taTaehan Minguk, Sul: th Kmyunik'eisydn Puksi, ¢ 2024.
ta This book, written in Korean, explores the process of 880 1 tatlfeh U2, M2 b AZLAO| M 22, 102024
E writing film scripts using artificial intelligence. It covers topics SenTE - :
) ta xxii, 92 pages ; ¢ 19 cm.
Hide MDE @ Draft saved at 5:34:53 PM. X e v
o A You have 2 warning(s) in your record - 5:34:53 PM.

Configuration
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Reviewing Al Generated Metadata

E Home- X | (" Record\ X | @ LCCBro X E Docume X l> Metadst X B8 Korean @ NPR ) X |+

C @ % umich-psbalma.exlibrisgroup.com/ng/alma/rep/searchyall-titles/simple/results?se=st:~97911288;

e 520 field Indicates the field was

Hatcher
Alltitles v Keywords v 8 Copy 895432 Graduate- v

All titles Keywords Contains 9791128895432

sae ™ @New  |BRecodactions /' Ediing Actions  + Add Inventory View ReletedDa ¥ Order Q. Search &Brows_ K Quick inks

generated by Al (¥7 Generated by Al)

Sandbox AIZ Gt 247]  (99189114731506381) ,” Feedback @ @ X Alro ydnghwa kill ssiigi / Mun W3l-lip.
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s
® 5 88 fi e I d n Ote S t h at p a rt Of t h e cauistions $avolume $b no 12 rdacarrer 264 ta Taehan Mintguk, Soul - b K'omyunikeisyon Pukst, £¢ 2024,

. 1a This book, written in Korean, explores the process of 880 ta TSt 012 M2 b 7HBLA 0 H 24 402024
!!l_ writing film scripts using artificial intelligence. It covers topics K ' ' ’
Resources such as storytelling challenges, romantic comedy, mystery 300 $axii, 92 pages ; 3¢9 cm.
thriller, self-assurance, quizzes, the relationship between Al 336 fa fext 2 rdacontent
. and humans, emotional depth, finding similar films, and ) ) )
m et a d a t a W a S C re a t e d W I t h A I specific genres like romanic comedy and emotional depth in 337 ta unmedated 12 rdamedia
the context of ‘cloud.' The book is authored by & %% and 338 ta volume $2 rdacarrier
ished in S HILAO|HEA | 5
p(;Lg)n“:rg?s d";);‘z?“l Korea, by ZHRLIAOIES 2 in 2024. 7 490 ta In'gong chiniing chongsd ; v 036
880 fa 18 Al ;1v 036

Records List

. ) i 504 ta Includes bibliographical references.
a S S I St a n C e 3 d 650 ta Motion pictures x Technological innovations.
i i : 650 ta Motion pictures x Plots, themes, efc.

. m ’ 650 ta Creative writing $x Computer programs.
Hide MDE @ Draft saved at 5:34:53 PM. X B e -

¢

Configuration

Back to results
A You have 2 warning(s) in your record - 5:34:53 PM.
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Hatcher

Graduate- v
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Keywords v 21 Copy 895432
Keywords Contains 9791128895432

X Ay Q N
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' Quick links

2 O

save ~ @New  |BRecord Actions _ Editing Actions _ Add Inventory ~ View Related Da_ Order  Q_ Search & Brows

Al ro yonghwa kil sstigi / Mun Wol-lip.

020 ta 9791128895432
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S 00RO
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2450 0 taAlZ E3t 2M7| 880 ta = Y&, te author.

264 1 ta OISt MS b AR LIAO|ME A +¢2024 245 ta Al ro ydnghwa kil sstigi / £¢ Mun Wal-lip.
336 ta text tb txt 12 rdacontent i taAl 2 Set 2 271/ e = A,

337 fa unmediated tb n 12 rdamedia 250 ta Ch;op'an_
880 ta AT}
338 $a volume £b nc 12 rdacarrier 264 +a Tachan Min'guk, Soul : b K'émyunik'eisydn Puksil, tc 2024,
ta CHoH Q= M2 1b HRUAOIME 52 ¢ 2024.
fa xxii, 92 pages ; ¢ 19 cm.
@ Draft saved at 5:34:53 PM. o a v

520 ta This book, written in Korean, explores the process of 880
writing film scripts using artificial intelligence. It covers topics

Back to results
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Initial Observations and Limitations

Strengths

* Performs well with straightforward descriptive metadata
* Generates useful 520 summary fields

 Generates useful 505 contents fields



Initial Observations and Limitations

Limitations and Concerns

e Struggles with complex materials

* 300 field does not populate

* Image input appears to constrain the tool’s usefulness
e Recurring issues with Korean romanization

e Concern that staff time may shift toward scanning and imaging

rather than cataloging work



Takeaway 1 — Keep Humans in the Loop

Responsible Al Use
- Al can support cataloging workflows.
- Staff review is still essential.

- Human judgment ensures:

Accuracy/Quality control/Policy compliance



Takeaway 2 — Test Before Adopting

Understand Strengths and Limitations

Before using an Al tool regularly:

- Assess its performance
- ldentify errors or gaps

- Decide how it fits departmental workflows



Takeaway 3 — Al Tools Are Evolving

Be Ready for Change as Metadata Professionals

- Expand our knowledge on machine learning

- Provide feedback to Al-based cataloging and metadata solutions.
- Be cautious about bias and privacy issues

- Current tools will continue to improve.

- Stay flexible and open to new workflows.
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